CHAPTER IX.

META  INCOGNITA.
1576-1578.

JJERY interesting light is thrown
on Philip Sidney's character
and temperament by his con-
nections with one of the greatest
movements of the Elizabethan
age, one- in which, blundering
and faulty as it was in some re-
spects, the chivalry of the age found almost larger
and more memorable exercise than in any other.
Accident or necessity rendered his actual share in
the enterprise by which England was started on her
career of colonial empire and maritime supremacy
very much smaller than he desired. He was only
able to encourage others, and was debarred from
himself joining any of the expeditions he helped to
plan. But perhaps his service was none the less im-
portant on that account. To follow it in order we
must retrace some of the ground traversed in the last
few chapters.
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